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August 31, 2021

Dear Lake Hiawatha School Community,

As August winds down and we turn our calendar towards September, it is with great enthusiasm that I welcome you to
the 2021-2022 school year! I hope this summer has been filled with fond memories of time shared with your loved
ones. We are beyond thrilled to open our doors on September 8 for a full-day, in-person schedule, and greet all of our
students as they return to Lake Hiawatha School or step into our hallways for the first time. These current
circumstances have undoubtedly brought challenge, frustration, and trepidation, but as we prepare for our return, we
are excited by the optimism and potential of this new school year and remain committed to fostering the academic,
social, and emotional growth and development of each and every child.

Please join me in welcoming several new individuals to our Lake Hiawatha School family! Morgan Pixomatis will serve
as our newest Preschool teacher; Kristin Webb and Dino Pettinelli have joined us as our new General and Instrumental
Music teachers, respectively; Cristina D’Ambola will serve as our new LDTC; Leena Sheth, Mary Beth Greiner, Michael
Kempton, Nivene Abdou, Omaira Ospina, and Jessica Iandiorio will join us as paraprofessionals; and Naglaa Ibrahim
and Teresa Mitchell will serve as Noontime Aides! We are delighted they are on our team, and each looks forward to
supporting and nurturing your child.

The security and well-being of our students, staff, and stakeholders remains our greatest priority, and we will continue
to follow critical procedures to promote appropriate social distancing and ensure the health and safety of all. Below, I
have highlighted several important notes to guide our full return on 9/8. These procedures are aligned with and serve
to complement our District’s Return To School Plan, which may be found HERE.

Arrival:
➢ Doors will open at 8:55am for students to report directly to their homerooms.
➢ Preschool classes will enter through the preschool doors on the side of the building.
➢ Kindergarten and Grade 1 will enter through the doors adjacent to the preschool playground.
➢ Grades 2 & 3 will enter through the doors in the new wing by the Music and Art classrooms.
➢ Grades 4 & 5 will enter through the doors on the upper blacktop in the rear of the building.
➢ K-5 students arriving via bus will enter through the Main Entrance.
➢ If driving, please pull your vehicle as far to the front of the “Kiss & Drop” car line as possible to avoid traffic

congestion. Children must exit from the passenger side of the vehicle and may utilize our Main Entrance upon
arrival.

➢ If your child(ren) arrives later than 8:55am and the doors have already been closed and secured, a
parent/guardian must escort the child to the Main Entrance to be signed in. Mrs. Carroll will assist you at our
front door.

➢ A graphic is enclosed on the final page of this letter to help families visualize these procedures.

Dismissal:
➢ LHS will follow a staggered dismissal schedule in order to minimize not only the gathering of parents awaiting

handoff from classroom teachers, but also traffic congestion in the parking lot.
○ Preschool:

■ AM Preschool students will dismiss at 11:30am through their grade level’s designated doors.
■ PM Preschool students will dismiss at 3pm through their grade level’s designated doors.
■ Extended Day Preschool students will dismiss at 3pm (Monday - Thursday) and 1pm

(Friday) through their grade level’s designated doors.
■ Parents must be present to receive children via handoff from the classroom teacher.

○ Kindergarten:
■ Students will dismiss at 3:15pm through their grade level’s designated doors. Parents must

be present to receive children via handoff from the classroom teacher.
■ Children attending SKIP or riding the bus will remain in the classroom, fully supervised,

until called over the PA system.

https://p9cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27012/File/For%20ParentsStudents/covid19/SchoolsHeatlhSafetyPlan2021-2022.pdf


○ Grades 1 & 2:
■ Students will dismiss at 3:20pm through their grade level’s designated doors:

● Grade 1 will dismiss through the doors adjacent to the preschool playground.
Parents must be present to receive children via handoff from the classroom teacher.

● Grade 2 will dismiss through the doors in the new wing by the Music and Art
classrooms. Parents must be present to receive children via handoff from the
classroom teacher.

■ Children attending SKIP or riding the bus will remain in the classroom, fully supervised,
until called over the PA system.

○ Grades 3 - 5:
■ Students will dismiss at 3:25pm through their grade level’s designated doors:

● Grade 3 will dismiss through the doors in the new wing by the Music and Art
classrooms.

● Grades 4 & 5 will dismiss through the doors on the upper blacktop in the rear of the
building.

■ Children attending SKIP or riding the bus will dismiss simultaneously.
➢ A graphic is enclosed on the final page of this letter to help families visualize these procedures.

Breakfast, Lunch, & Recess:
➢ Through an extension of the United States Department of Agriculture’s National School Lunch Program, all

students will continue to receive breakfast and lunch daily at no cost.
➢ Breakfast will be delivered daily and served to students in the classroom.
➢ A “Grab & Go” lunch will be served to students daily.
➢ Students may bring lunch from home, if they wish.
➢ Students will eat lunch outdoors, weather-permitting.

○ Students are encouraged to bring in a beach towel or yoga mat labeled with their name.
○ Should we encounter inclement weather, Extended Day Preschool students will eat in their

classrooms and K-5 students will eat in the multi-purpose room, distanced at three-foot intervals to
the extent possible.

➢ Students will have recess daily outdoors, weather-permitting.

Additional Notes:
➢ All students will use the same entrance and exit doors to help fortify a routine. Each door will also be labeled

with a sign to help acclimate families to these procedures.
➢ Parents with siblings are asked to drop one child off at his/her designated entrance and walk around the

building to the other child(ren)’s designated entry door, as necessary.
➢ As a reminder, all students are required to wear a facial covering at all times, on the bus and whilst indoors.

Please continue to encourage your child to wear a facial covering at home to build stamina.
➢ Please note, facial coverings will not be required outdoors.
➢ Students and staff will be afforded multiple mask breaks throughout the school day, in accordance with our

District’s Return To School Plan, including lunch and recess.
➢ Unannounced visitations inside the school will not be permitted. For convenience, we have a drop box located

outside our Main Entrance for lunchboxes, instruments, folders, etc. Please ring the bell and Mrs. Carroll will
assist you.

In closing, I recognize this is quite a bit of information. We appreciate your continued flexibility, understanding, and
trust as we work collaboratively to ensure the health and well-being of all. I hope you enjoy these waning days of
summer, and I look forward to a safe and successful school year.

In partnership,

Steve Figurelli
Principal



Arrival & Dismissal Visual For Families:


